Fukui Atomic Energy Science Museum ‘At Home *

Mission

The Science Museum’s mission is to promote public understanding of
fundamental knowledge and the latest information regarding the use of
atomic energy for peaceful means, by providing both children and adults
the opportunity to enjoy learning about atomic power and energy.

History

Fukui Atomic Energy Science Museum ‘At Home’, established by Fukui
Atomic Information Center Foundation, opened its doors in October 1976.
Fukui Atomic Information Center Foundation was established by Fukui
Prefecture, its city and towns where nuclear power plants are located, and
electric power companies in April 1972 for the purpose of promoting public
understanding and providing accurate information on using atomic energy
for peaceful means.

Over 1 million children and adults have visited the Science Museum in the
past 30 years since its opening.

In April 1995, the Science Museum was named ‘At Home’ through a public
naming exercise.

The phrase ‘At Home’ means both ‘atom’ and ‘visit our museum with the
feel and comfort of home’.

All exhibits were renewed in fiscal year 2003. This was the fourth renewal
since our doors opened.

Today, the Science Museum is one of the most famous atomic energy
science museums in Japan.



Location
Yoshiko 37-1, Tsuruga City, Fukui Prefecture 914-0024, Japan
(since October 1976)

Audiences

Primary audience is children under 12 years old (6th grade elementary
school students) and their parents or guardians.

More than 170,000 people annually visit the Science Museum.

Visitor Figures
Fiscal year 2006: 170,277 visitors

Main Features

The Science Museum is based on the concept of an amusement park of
learning.

We have 63 exhibits that are categorized into 43 types.

Visitors enjoy learning through various hands-on exhibits.

Many of these hands-on exhibits require multiple visitors. Visitors may
return time and again, and get a different experience each time.

Learning is done in three steps: the first is Question, the second is
Discover, and the third is Explore.



Galleries

We have eight galleries where visitors enjoy learning about atomic energy
through hands-on exhibits.

Behind the fun of discoveries lies science. Open your mind to the world of
science through a variety of experiences.

Exhibits in ‘Carnival Train’ show the basics of electricity.

Exhibits in ‘Pierrot’s Tent’ show how to generate of electricity.

Exhibits in ‘Circus Square’ allow visitors to experience generating
electricity.

Exhibits in ‘Atom House’ show how atomic power is generated.

Exhibits in ‘Magic Town’ show the basics of radiation.

Exhibits in ‘My House’ show the many ways to use electricity.

Exhibits in ‘Carnival Plaza’ allow visitors to learn about the environment
and energy.

Exhibits in ‘Pioneers of Atomic Energy’ allow visitors to learn about
scientists who researched atomic energy.



Theater

There is a theater named ‘At Theater’ in the Science Museum.
The At Theater has 3 big screens and 50 personal computers.
Here, visitors may view interesting atomic quizzes and movies.
The At Theater seats 100 people.

Experiment and Handicraft Workshops

We hold experiment and handicraft workshops in the Science Museum, at
schools and community centers located in Fukui Prefecture.

Reservations in advance are required for workshops.

These workshops are usually free of charge.

Worksheet

We provide visitors with a worksheet.

By filling in the worksheet, visitors will learn more while viewing the various
exhibits.

Guided Tours for Groups
Guided tours are available for groups.
Reservations in advance are required for Guided Tours for groups.



Field Trips for Schools

Many preschool children, elementary school, junior high school, and senior
high school students visit the Science Museum on field trips.

Reservations in advance are required for Guided Tours for groups.

They participate in the handicraft and experiment workshops held by the
Science Museum.

Reservations in advance are required for workshops.

Publications

We produce many pamphlets on atomic energy.

One of those, a pamphlet known as ‘At Home’ is delivered to all families
living in areas near the nuclear power plants.

Events

The Science Museum holds science events during public holidays and
summer vacations.

‘Science World’ is our largest annual event.

Library
There is a library in the Science Museum.



The library has many books on atomic energy science and many written
materials on nuclear power plants.

Website

We have a homepage at the following address:
www.athome.tsuruga.fukui.jp

Visitors may contact us via e-mail through this homepage.

www.athome.tsuruga.fukui.jp

Membership
We do not have a membership system.

Operating Budget
Fiscal year 2005: 199,237,000yen 199,237,000

Museum Staff
8 full-time and 3 part-time staff

Facilities
The total area of the Science Museum is 2,150 square meters. It also houses
the At Theater, Science Laboratory, Library and free parking space.



Museum Shop
We do not have a museum shop in the Science Museum.

Opening Hours
Open 9:00 a.m.
Close 5:00 p.m.

Closed
Closed 29" December through 3¢ January

Admission Fee
Admission is free.

Access to the Science Museum
By car 10minutes from JR Tsuruga station
3minutes from Tsuruga Interchange on Hokuriku Express Way

For more information, contact us

Fukui Atomic Information Center

37-1 Yoshiko, Tsuruga City, Fukui Prefecture 914-0024, Japan
TEL +81-770-23-1710 TEL (0770)23-1710

FAX +81-770-23-6018 FAX (0770)23-6018
URL:http://www.athome.tsuruga.fukui.jp
E-mail:athome@atom.pref.fukui.jp



http://www.athome.tsuruga.fukui.jp
athome@atom.pref.fukui.jp



